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It is impossible to record all the events and happen-~ 
ings in Ypsilanti during the two decades from 1850 to 1870 
even if our space was not limited. However, certain ones 
must be listea while many deserving mention are left out. 

The Ypsilanti Normal Teacher Training School was deci- 
cated October 5 1852 and there were three in the first 
graduating class: Helen C, Norris, Alzina Norton and J.M.B. 
Sill. On October 29 1859, the original building burned, 

It was replaced and classes resumed April 10 1860, 

March 29 1857, the Seminary burned and did not re~ 
open until August 17 1858. That building stood until it 
too burned in 1877. Prior to 1860, Primary Grades were 
conducted in the brick building on the East side of River 
Street which had housed the First Methodist Society; a 
brick structure on East Forest Avenue at River was a Grade 
School and another was in the building on the SW corner of 
South Washington and Woodward Street. 

By 1857 the First Presbyterian Society which also in- 
cluded the Congregational Society, had outgrown the frame ; 
building on Bas esou Street, North of the Westside Public 
Square, A handsome stone and brick structure with a single 
steeple-was built on the NE corner of Washington at, Emnet. 
The dedication that year had Rev. G, L. Foster as distinn 


quished speaker. 
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The Emanuel Fvangelical Lutheran Church was organized 
in 1859 with a wewbenahiy ot 16. Mark Norris contributed 
the lot on which the first Church for Lutherans was built, 
NE corner of E. Michigan and Grove Street, 

The Home Association was organized in 1857. 

Charles Griswold Wiard, born June 25 1835, had mar- 
ried a widow, Mrs. Catherine Arnold Ackley in 1858. Later 
he purchased the Ezra D. Lay farm on East Michigan, which 
was formerly known as the Colby Stand which was taken up 
from the Government by Zolva Bowen. JZolva was an early 
‘Pavern Keeper at that location, . 

August 29 1859, the first oil well was. drilled in 
Titusville, Pennsylvania, causing a greater change in Ae 
civilization than that avuee avant in the Same year: Ghavies 
Darwin published his "Origin of the Species" astonishing | 
only a tew scientific minds. Hoth events went Gunoticed 
in Ypsilanti where citizens were doing very well with the 
Hewes ena bugey, well water, the outhouse and. unpaved depeste: 

The ‘American Troubador', Stephen fiatery. eonpowed 
"My Old Kentucky Home", "Old Folks at Home" and other simple, 
sentimental appealing melodies; Henry Clay Work published 
"Carry Me Back to Old Virginie", the popular temperance song, 
"Father Dear Father, Come Fome With Me Now", "Year of 
Jubillo" and many others. September 19 1858 Daniel Decatur 
Emmett composed the stirring song "Dixie". Music caused 
or follows the moods of the people, sa 


October 6, 1859 the most militant of the abolitionists, 
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John Brown, and 21 «f his followers, seized the little town 
“ef Harper's Ferry, Virginia, and then captured the United 
Staves Arsenal there, Under command of Lt. Col. Robert E, 
Lee, the United States Marines, retook the Armory, killing 
11 of the raiders including two of John Brown's sons, and 
five cililians. The Marines lost one man, On December 2nd, 
John Brown and five of his followers were convicted of 
Treason and publicly hanged in what is now Charles Town, 
West Virginia. 

March.19 1860,- William Jennings Bryan was born in Salem, 
Illinois. Theodore. Roosevelt was born in New York City, 
October 27 1858, 

The Anti-Slavery Society was formed in 1833 causing 
serious division of citizens in the United States with vio- 
lence, .bloodshed and death in several of the States, 

Slavery was the greatest problem facing the Nation but 
there were many places where opinions differed on problems 
having nothing to do with Slavery. During the 1850s local 
problems led to anger and a division of Ypsilanti. The 
prominent men on the East side of the River Huron were deter- 
mined to separate from the city on the west side-of the 
river. It took state legislative pressure to join the two 
factions and establish the City of Ypsilanti in 1858 with 
Chauncey Joslyn as Mayor and Arden Ballard graciously re- 
tiring as President of the Village of Ypsilanti. 

Benjamin Thompson came to Ypsilanti in 1828 as a young 


millwright and helped install machinery in many sawmills 


Vd 
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gristmills and pulp-paper mills on the Huron River, Dur- 
ing the next decades the Thompson name was prominent in 
the business and civic affairs of the City. He established 
his own business making carriages and wagons. 

When Weck Hoxeie eor8 the triangle of land occupied 
by his Great Western Hotel - an imposing es structure, 
on the NE corner of River and East Cross, Benjamin Thompson 
moved his wagon and carriage works into that building and 
was joined by his son Cliver E, Thompson We manufactured 
farm implements in that location for the next sixty years, 
The many Thompson properties located between E, Cross and 
apne: cee see, were part of the growing hth Ward of the city. 
The first Volunteer Fire Department, the Masonic Lodge in - 
the Norris Block and many other Civic enterprises always 
found the name Thompscn leading the way. 

Oliver E, Thompson was Mayor of Ypsilanti. 1901-02 and 
it was his personal project which arranged bringing the big 
Parrot Rifle to Ypsilanti and having it mounted in Prospect 
Park where it stands after 112 years cf lonely silence having 
never been fired in its lifetime, This unusual cannon was 
east in a foundry at West Point, New York and in 1864 it was 
mounted at Fort McClery, Kittery, Maine, as part of the : 
a€efense of the Atlantic Coast. 

The intention is to make a modest outline cf the his- 
tery of Ypsilanti but it is so easy te expand on certain 
names and events. Those selected are not the only ones that 


@eserve mention, 
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Daniel Lace Quirk and Asa Dow his close friend and 
business associate from Chicago, built handsome brick man- 
sions side by side on North Huron Street with grounds ex- 
tenfine down to the Huron River, Quirk, with Mansarc roof 
style at 304 North Huron ané Dow at 220, Both nad carriage 
houses to match their hones. Two of the really fine homes 
in Yosilanti. 

Revert Lartie, who had cone as a youth of 14 with his 
parents, Francis and Mary Lanbie, from Strathaven, Ecctlanc 
in 1839 te Supericr Townshiv, built a Greek Revival type 
house on the N& corner of Hamilton and old Ellis. 

“The John Gilbert residence, with square tower and other 
features, at 227 N. Grove Ctreet, became an imposing show 
place for Washtenaw County when completed in 1860. Spacious 
mrounés provided ample rocm fer tennis courts, outccor Roman 
type swiming rocl with attractive fountain in the center, 
fruit orcharc, flower rarcens and fish penc. The Gilberts 
entertained rraciously thru the years for many social frathner- 
ines in their lovely hone. 

The 350 mile Erie Canal opened in 1825 and several 
million pecple anc tons of merchandise and houséhold goods 
passed thru it until the 1850s when the railroads. took over. 

Towaré the end of the 1850s, there was a great amount 
of buildine, teth trick an@é frame, in the newly incorporated 
City of Ypsilanti. 

One of the largest and finest brick homes, was that of 


John S. Jenness at 32) West Forest Avenue. John A, Watling 
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who becane @ worlc famous sanetee, built his trick resi- 
dence with hancsome square tower, at 121 N. Huron Street, 
The Jerome Walton trick at ok N. Huron is an example of 
how upick was usec in building the Greek Revival style, 

‘Eéewin J. Mills, successful hardware merchant, built 
his larre Victorian brick house at 130 N. Huren whicn 
twenty years later became the home of the John Starkweathers 
and then the location ef the Lacies' Library when Mrs. 
 ptgpiveather pees the property to that active association 
of woren e 1890, . 

The Nathan Follett home at 219 North Huron is a con- 
bination of cobblestone anc brick, a portion of the house 
“havinre been built in 1845, Much of the Arcen Ballard house 
at 125 North Huron is brick construction and commands at- 
tention utter 140 years, 

The Isaac Qt, Conklin house at 126 Adsms Street is 
basicly trick, and the Charles King at 103 Nerth Adams is 
one of he ine homes built ty Cecil Millington, Erastus 
Samson, a drur store owner as early as 1840, built and 
lived dio th sturcy Italiante trick home at 302 West Cross 
Street, The Willian H, Deubels suilt and lived sraciously 
for ane yeaee in ine hancsome brick at 211 North Washington, 
Street, a site of acy secinl gatherings. The Hiran 
Batcheldor trick heme at 210 North Washinrton Street was 
ancsther of note in that block along with the Charles Bassett 


house at 201 North Washinrton. The bLrizx house cf Mark 
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Werstia, datinre back to 1834, stands at 213 River Street, 
Georre W, Kishlar, an early sbuilcer, tuilt the impressive 
brick house at 221 South Washinrton Street. There were 
many more vrick houses built during the tine of Ypsilanti's 
expansion, sc many cone even thourh the revares of tine 
€&id not destrey then. 

The Brick Yarés of Charles McCormick and Murray P, 
Holmes & Co., were classed among the creat trick yards of 
the State, 

In 1860 the United States Census listed a population 
of 3956 for the City of Ypsilantiand 1357 for the Township. 
There was no @istinct civision of City and Township except 
on the maps showinre the surveyed bLeunéries of the City. 
Chickens, cows, pirs anc horses, theurpa less in numbers 
were as comioon in the City of Ypsilanti as in the Townshin 
farns where there were elerant hones equally those in the 
City. Because cf the rreat forests in Michinan, anc the 
cominre of the saw anc aluncant waterpower to operate the 
circular saw, the shift from lor cavin to the clapboard 
house was rapid, The axe, hand hewn deams, studs continued 
a8 loner as lator was cheap and plentiful. Les cabins ane 
farm lor structures were in evidence on Hitchinghan Road, 
Willis Road and other parts of Ypsilanti Township even a 
éecade or more sfter the turn of the Century. 

The Greek Revival style of Architecture, conspicuous 


because of its simple balance, was trourht to Ypsilanti 
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fron New York State and New England and used extensively, 

The Timothy Showermans: built’ a home at“206 North.-Huron 
using this niyie. as @ia Dr. Francis Rexford at 111 North 
Huron, on the West side of the Street. At the south end 
of ole Cemetery Street, now Prospect Street, where it joins 
South Grove Street, Addison Fletcher built a Greek Revival 
house, side to %e the Piast example in Ypsilanti of that 
style, The Lot on which it was built was part of the site 
ef Wooéruff's Grove, new lost as well as the house, to ; 
antiquity excep: for the Marker placed by the Ypsilanti 
Chapter. of the DAR in 1923 to commemorate the location of 
Woogruft's exoue; ° | : 

Charles anevian Woseanes a Civil Engineer who cane with 
the new railroe¢ to Ypsilanti in 1838 made his none in 
Ypsilanti ané kis er residence was at 301 Nerth Grove sirked. 
The Greek Revival structure at 218 Worth Washington Street 
has the name o? Arden Ballard linked to it and became the hone 
of Elijah erat: It hss been restored recently ty the Ladies! 
Literary Club, the owner for sixty-two years, and is a very 
lovely structure of which Ypsilanti is proud, 7 

Cee an early influence in Education ana 
Reliricn in wae State ef Michiran, built a fine frame house 
at the WW corner of West Forest and Lowell Street, Joseph 
Kitchen, a well known merchant, built an elegant hone at 116 
North Adams Styeet in which many vDeautiful stained ¢lass 
windows sek eee: In Ypsilanti Township, an example of 


Greek Revi-al Architecture can ve seen at 1276 North Huron 


River Drive, built in 1842 ty John Sterkweather. 
The Ezra Lay home, an impressive Greek Revival example 

with corner pilasters, was tuilt at 1701 East Michiran (the 

Caiecare Road) in 1834, It was saved from destruction and 

oblivion in 1966 Ly the Charles Haglers who moved it to 

3401 Berry Road in Superior Township, restorins it, perhaps, 


aven beyond its former elerance, 


East of the Lay resicence a quarter mile or more was 


ch 


he larre hancsome home of the Spencers, Grove and Edward 
with templelike pillars in front, The George Wiards, the 
Lyman Wiarcs, the Burrells and many others were cn the East 
edee cof the Townshin, There was a Tollrate cn the Northside 
of East Michiran at EFolmes Reac, Following the Huron River 
south, we find Edwarc Kine whose iané in the rivervetton was 
knewn as 'Kines Flats', Charles Crane, Ben Emerick, Altra 
Cress, Acan Yeckley, Isaac Bumypus and many nanes long for- 
motten. South, alonr the Monroe Road, as Whittaker Road was 
known, Seth Arnelcd, Hiram Seaver, George Moorman, A. R. and 
Lyman Graves...alonre Stoney Creek Road was Georre Elliott, 
NE. Crittenden, with David Gardner, Watson Barr and Robert 
Campbell in Aurusta Township. 

As the Monroe Read turns southeast, there was the Jos- 
@ph MeIntyre farm anc that of Edwaré Gorton with the Paint 
Creek Post Office on Willis Road in Aurusta Township. Others 
of note were Asa Darlinre and Aaron Childs. 
Goinr toward the west on the Sauk Treil, (Chicaro Road, 


now Michiran Avenue), there is the Gothic Victorian house, 
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the former farm home or Edwin C. Warner, 1024 Michigan Ave- 
nue, Tae Evan Berole home was just beyond the West edze of 
French Clair #690, Fountain Watline and George Sherwood, 
south of the Trail at the West edre of Ypsilanti Townshin, 
with excellent farm anc well kept buildines; Philo Parsons, 
west of Evan Be~ole with & white frane house, a modified 
Victorian style; a mile farther West at the corner of 
Ellsworth and Carpenter Roac, ee impressive home of 
HH. Ellsworth, with balanced pilasters at the two front 
corners, & structure that only uesheae could ces troy with 
indifference, EH,B. Hewitt's farm was in the NW corner of 
French Claim #691, on the eastside of Hewitt Road. 

The Victorien frane house beran. to outnumver the Greek 
style, which hac lastec with variations for thirty years in 
populsrity. The hone of Randall Ross, 5138 West Michiecan, 
“was & splendic example of the Victorian style. Today it 
is preserved ani kept in excellent condition ty the Joseph 
Schnidts.. The Grove Sanders house at 4980 W. Michigan is 
another example of that style and rivine evidence that the 
olé puillders produced sturdy, hancésorme houses. 

North of Ypsilanti there is an unusual brick house, the 
Jeremiah Newton farm at 830 W, Clark Road in Superior Town- 
ship, tuilt in 1647 by Charles Francis Newton, son of 
Jeremian, anc now ownec by Mr. & Mrs. Herbert H. Cornish. 

Other. hancsome homes on the Nerth and in Superior 


Township: Jares W. Voorhees, SE corner of LeForge anc Geddes 
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= splendid Greek style home with attractive innovations; the 
homes of J.L.Strange and William Mulholland on Cherry Hill 
road; O.A. Seter anc@ I,M. Loverridre on Geddes Roaé East of 
Prospect; L.L. Kimmel, Harris roac and the sturdy brick of 
John Rooke on the west side of Gotfrexson roads, 

Many of the roecs were given their present names Ly 
the Detroit Edison Company after 1900, 

As land was cleared to raise crops, crops for live stock, 
the crops and live stock were often housed better than the 
farmer's fanily. 

During the 1860s, the name Worden was very proninent in 
Ypsilanti. Alva Worden, an inventor with several patents to 
his credit; Charles Worden, a ¢ryroocs merchant; William H,. 
Worden with a run shop upstairs in the building of the NE 
corner of North Euron and old Congress Street with John S. 
Woréen in the same building on the first floor with a pop- 
ular saloon. 105 North Huron was once a Worcen hone, Three 
Worcens built handsome brick structures, mansard style, one 
at twenty East Michigan, another at 24 East Michigan and one 
on the NW corner of River and Conpress Street, Such elegant 
hores and now all pone, the last one in 1974 to make more 
parking space, 

Ypsilanti had a Distillery as early as 1827, only two 
years after the Villare was platted and named. A Temperance 
Society was formeé in 1829, 


For the first Incependcdence Day Celebration in the County, 
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July 4 182h and in Woodruff's Grove, Clark Sills, welked 

to Dethoit ot auneues. aie pavicns of whiskey which he brought 
back on Hie bask aperkaes lirhtening che load a little by 
takin- & swir new and then to reduce the weirht. That first 
Distillery was lecated on the nr side of Conrress not 

far from the oust enc ef the old tridre. Nearby was the 
Tannery of Isaac Crane. Another early Tannery was that of 
John Howland lccatec on the north side of Forest Avenue at 
the west end ¢f that Lridre, Across the roac, was the 

> home and icehecuse, also the first established 
Brevery. Breweries nake Beer and Distilleries make Whiskey 
and doth aaee te make money. - 

April 3, 1860 the Pony Express teran service between 
Sacremento, California and St Joseph, Missouri - 80 riders, 
40 saddle horses anc 190 relay stations. 

Thirteen months later the Peny Express rave up, even 
thourh one of the riders was Willian Frederick Cody, later 
attaininr dine-novel fame as 'Buffalo Bill'. ‘Buffalo Bill' 
was in an Ypsilanti parade in the summer of 1899, 

In May of that year, one Georre W,. Washbturne, a local 
butcher, was aceusec of killinre his wife, Ypysilanti's first 
murder, 

May 18, 1860 Asrahar Lincoln was nominated as Republi- 
can Cancicate for Presicent, 

Evicgence cf hemor is found for those days in the 1860 


City Directory for Ypsilanti where the fellowing is found: 


parce thirteen 


J.M. EHowaré, principal tusiness is courting 
what few lacies there are that are willing 
to ve torec with hin, Loarés east side Euron 
between Enmet anc Ellis (Washtenaw), 
1860 = F4zar and F.B. Borardus cpened a private Bank 
in a frame buildinre on the south side of Conrress Street 
near tne SE corner of Vashineton Street, 'The Barton Hotel' 
was built cn the NW corner of Pearl and Washinerton, 
The State Lerisiature denied Michizan State 
Normal School money for a Gymnasium. The Normal School now 
had 255 students, 

Nov, 6- Atraham Lincoln was elected President of the United 
States, with a salary of $25,000, In ten of the thirty-three 
Etates he did net receive a single vote. 

Dec.4- President Buchanan's Annual Message to Conezress is 
reac to that bocy. Buchanan holds that no State has « 
ripht to secete from the Union, 

Dec 6.- A Comnittea of thirty-three is appointed ty the 
Speaker of the House, one from each State, to consider and 
try to resolve the issues between the South and the North. 

Dee.20, =~ The South Carolinas Convention passes oan Ordin- 
ance of Secession fron the Unitec States. 

Dec. 31. - Juéah Benjamin, in a dramatic scene in the 
Senate, declares "The North Can never subjurate the South - 
Never - Nevert". 

The'War Between the States' was about to be- 


pin, There is no record of War ever being declarec, 
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1861 :~ 
January 9 — Mississippi vated to seceed followed 


by nine ether States. 
The first shot fired in the 'War Between the 
States’. A cannon was fired at the unarmed merchant steamer, 
"Star of the West", as it entered the harbor at Charleston, 
South Carolina with supplies for the troops in Fort Sumpter. 
January 29. — Kansas admitted to the Union, 
February 4, ~- First meeting of the Confederate 


Congress. 


Fetruary 5. Moving picture Peep-show machine 
patented by &. D. Goodale, 

February 9. =- Jefferson Davis elected President 
of the newly formed Confederacy in Montromery, Alabama. 

February 11. — Abraham Lincoln and family say 
farewell to Sprinrfield, Illinois and the only home they ever 
owned, 

March 4, = Alraham Lincoln inaugurated as the 16th 
President of tne United States. 

April 2, ~ Dakcta Territory created. 

April 9, = Meanwhile, in Ypsilanti, Ralph W. 
Van Fossen was appeintec Postmaster. Parmenio Davis elected 
Mayor of Ypsilanti end served for the next two years. 

April 9. - Sixty-seven year old Edmund Ruffin 
fired on Fort Sumpter. 

April 17. -—- President Lineoln sent out s& call 


for 75,000 men. 


pare fifteen 


April 20 = Col. Robert EH. Lee resigned from the 
Army of the United States after havine been offered Com= 
mand of the Arry of the North ty General Winfield Scott. 

April 23 - Robert EF, Lee became Commander of the 
Arny of Virrinia the "01a Dominion State”, 

When the United States became a Nation after the 
Revolution, the Armed Forces were reéucei to a small nunber. 
Every man was supposed to answer a call to Arms if nec- 
essary, Hach State was to supply their own quota and 
recruit the needec men, 

The Conrress made the derand for men from the States 
es the tine of the Civil War ane after the first turst cf 
Patriotism, the respense was small. A Draft Law was put 
in operaticn, tut avsin it was the protlem of each State 
to enforce it. Eounties as much as $300 caused forceful 
recruitinr by Bounty Hunters anc there was wide spread 
corruption by families atle to pay for a substitute. The 
Draft Law includec all nen frer twenty-cne to forty-five 
anc did not exenpt anyone for occupation or married with 
a family to care fer. Riots were frequent in the tir cities, 
New York City havinre the larrpest and most destructive, 
1000 or more teine killed in the riots. 

In 1861, Ypsilanti responded immediately to President 
Lincoln's call for 75,000 men. The names cf Ypsilanti's 
first recruits sare listed here followe%i by the oléG news- 


paper story telline of those spirited excitinr tires. 
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ROLL OF PATRICTS 


First enlistment roll at Ypsilanti for Civil War 


"The undersigned, 


citizens of the State of Michigan, do hereb# 


py enlist and consent to be mustered into the Military Service 


of the State of Michigan, pursuant to an Act entitled 


"An Act 


provide a Military Force", first approved March 16, 1861, and 


to hold ourselves subject to all 
created by said Act, and for the 


in set forth" - 


Name Residence 
J. S&S. Whittlesey Ypsilanti 
David A. Wise " 
M.A. Parks " 
George R,. Anderson Canton 
Smith Babcock " 
George W. Baker v 
Murray Baker 
Thomas Baker . 
James W. Bingham Green Oak 
Hiram S. Boutell Ypsilanti 
Decatur Brundage Augusta 

J .M.Carr Belleville 
Edward J,Carson " 
Phillip Chivers Ypsilanti 
Peter Clark Milan 
Addison Curtis Belleville 
Joseph Davis " 
Thomas Davis York 
F,.,Eaton Saline 
Norman Ellis Belleville 
Truman W. Elton Ypsilanti 
Alonzo Ford " 
Benjamin W. Fuller VanBuren 
L. Haight Saline 

Wm. Herdman Ypsilanti 
Edwin A. Herrick m 

Jas H, Hodgkin " 

A. D. Hoffman Belleville 
Fred C. Joslin Ypsilanti 
Michael Kean i 

Wm. B.Kelly Canton 
Orin King Ypsilanti 
Rufus Lawrence a 
Clark Macomber Augusta 
George Marshall Belleville 
James McCoy Ypsilanti 


Age 


Liabilites and obligations, 
period and purposes there- 


Name Residence Age 
Geo.W. Monroe Dundee el 
Cicero Newell Ypsilanti 20 
John Norton a 21 
Wm. H. Parker " 25 
R. J. Parkhurst " 20 
C.P. Perry " 29 
G.S. Phillips " 20 
Henry Post mt 26 
David Punches Belleville 41 
Nathan Putnam Milan 21 
Lewis C, Randall Pittsfield 
Wm. H.Randall Ypsilanti 20 
J.L.Ransom " 28 
Henry Reed Bellevilleal 


Robert Reynolds Ypsilanti 26 
W.W.A.Russell Green Oak 20 


H.R.Scovill Ypsilanti 19 
J.E.Schafer " 23 
G.H.Simmons York 18 
W.D.Simmons York 22 
Alvah Smith, Jr. Clinton 25 
Charles Smith Livonia al 
Fenton W. Smith Augusta 23 
John Smith Belleville 21 
Lewis Spawn aE 
Clinton Spencer Ypsilanti 21 
J.StClair 4 21 
Albert Stuck " 23 
Charles Twist " 23 
Ira B. Tuttle " 25 
Oscar VanValkenburg York 21 
Mareus Vining Ypsilanti 19 
James N. Wallace Ionia 21 
Harman Wise Ypsilanti 18 
Wm. H. Worden s 27 


+ 


co 
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Fron the front pare of TEE YPSILANTI COMMERCIAL, pub- 
lished every Saturday morning at the corner cf Huron and 
Cross Streets, Yosilanti, Michiran, by C.R. Pattison, Jan~ 
uary 6, 1877: 


Pricr to the Civil War, there was a Militie 
Conpany existine in Ypsilanti, one of the test 
drilled in the State. J.W, Whittlesey was 

Captain of the Company; F.P. Bovzardus, lst Lieu- 
tenant, When news reached Ypsilanti of the fire 
on Fort Sumpter the Company disbandec,. A public 
meetine was called at Hewitt Hall (3ra #1. of the 
buildinr WE corner Michiran and Washin¢ton), the 
2end Gay of Avril 1861. The most intense enthus- 
iasm pervaded the mneetinz, and before noon of 

that day the persons whose nares are piven were 
inscribed upon the roll of honor. Mr. F.P, Bogardus 
was sriong the nest influential in orranizing the 
Company, thourh his name does not appear on the 
Roll, on account of the necessity of his atidine 
by the bank of which he is now cashier. Mr, B. 
“preserved the enlistment roll, each member sign- 
ins his cwn name. We are indetted, however, to 
David A. Wise for the manuscript, havine it in his 
pessession, We requested it fer publication, The 
next Sunday, April 28, 1861, was one of the nost 
thrilline ever seen in this City. The Company, in 
the afternoon, were crawn up in the Public Square 
(The Public Square was open space on W.Congcress 
between Adams anc Eanilton) and relisionus servioes 
were hela, particinated ty all tne Clervymen of the 
City. The officers of the Company, 3s far as we 
can ascertain, were: 

Cantain ~ J.N, Whittlesey; First Lieutenant -— Davic 
A. Wise; Second Lieutenant ~ M.f. Parks. 

Serpeants - C.P. Perry, Cicero Newell, H.H.Seevill, 
Free C. Joslin, 

The Company went to Fort Wayne, Detroit, anc then 
to Washinrton, forming Co. H. of the First Reri- 
ment, Col. Wilcox comnancinz,. 

July 21, 1561, the Company was in the Battle of 
Bull Run, anc acquitted itself notiy, Tne enlist- 
men was for three months, and durinr that tine it 
@id splendid service. Wot a single company was so 
favorec in furnishinr Officers for special duty as 
Co.E, 

At the end eof three months it distanded and coming 
hone a laree numter united with the First Infantry 
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Reriment crranized at Ann Artor. We are atle 

to give a trief recori anc present wherestouts 

of a few members cf this Company. 

Cantain Whittlesey, after the captrure cf Alexandria 
was made Prevost Marshal of that City, and thourh 

in a tryine positicn received hich encecnium from his 
Superior Officers. He served as a Major at the 
Battle of Bull Run. Grand Ranids is his present 
place cf residence, “ a a 

Lieutenant Wise, at Alexancria was anpointec Quarter 
master of the Reriment and placed in charre of the 
Marshal House. 

M.A. Parks was promotec to the Captaincy of the 
Company anc at Bull Run was taken prisoner. He lay 
in thet hell cf Soom the remainder of the year anc 
came out a wreck. Ee is jiead. (Parks was civen an 
Henorable Mecical Discharese and returned to Ypsii- 
anti where he estatlishec a jewelry store in part 

of the Sanson DPrur Store on West Michiran). 

Freda Joslin is now in Californie. James W, Rinvthan 
was the son of Senator Bineham anc cied curing the 
war. Captain Yallace, W.A.Fussell and Binrnan were 
stugents at tue Normsl Collere, Cantain Wallace 
servec for four years and at the close of the War 
was a Major. Captain Clinton Svencer, our Poest- 
master, was 2 Lrave soldier and left a ler at the 
battle of Gettysturr which was not as arreeatle as 
his three months experience. Lewis Spawn was wounded 
at Bull Run. Cantain Yewell at tie expiration of 
his enlistrent enterec the Cavalry and served Guriur 
the War with hirh honor. Harmon Wise, age 13 when 
he enlistecd was killed in the Battle of the Wildcer- 
ness, Philliyv Chivers cisappearec at the Lattle of 
Bull Run and has never teen heare fron. L. Haight 
from Saline was killec at the Eattle of Chancellors-~ 
ville, H.®=.Scovill at the end of his enlistment 
Grove a lumber waron to Califcrnia, returning after 
the War to tbecore & partner, with Follmore in the 
Sash ané Zlinc business on Fror Island, 


The old hand written list of these younre men who were the 
first volunteers in April 1861, was ziven to the Ypsilanti 


Historical Society by H.E.Scovili's Caurhter, Mrs. Gene- 


3. 


vieve Seovilil Bistee Moon anc it is in the Archives. 
After the soterine cisester of the Dettle of Bull Run, it 


was quiet sioner the Petomac for ten months. 


pare nineteen 


1862 
January 1i2- Tiriothy Showerman Giecd, an o14 pro- 


minent pioneer in the area. Showerman built a fine hone 
in the mid 1550s on the larre coutle lot at 206 N. Huron 
which later tecane the home of the Williem Deubles and then 
was bought and relLuilt by D.L.Quirk, Jr. 
Fetruary 1 = The Fowler Schoolhouse in Supericr 
Township turned, The Fowler School was on the scuth side 
of Geddes Road 1/h mile West of Ridsze Road, James N. Wallace 
was the first teacher in that ane roun Rehood whieh had 5 
unereadeA pupils, 
February 5S— “The Atlantic Monthly" printed "Battle 
Fymn of the Republic" ty Julie Ward Eowe. 
February 15 - Fort Donelson of the Cumberlané 
surrencerec to General Grant. 
Rev. GL. Foster resigned as Pastor 
of the Prestyterien Church. 
April 11 - Charles Evans Hughes born, 
April 16 — Slavery altolished in District of Columiie. 
' Thirteen members of the FPrestyterian 
Church took letters of Mentsrsfmip Seveseance tu form a Con- 
emrerational Church ane erect & Luilcing on the Fast aide of 
the Huron River. The plan €ic not work out anc people re-~ 
tnrned to the Frestyterian Church. 
Benjamin Follett formec a Bank with R.W. 


Femphill and located in the Follett tiock on E.Cross Street. 


Mark Norris died, a remarkatle man who 
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n spuldine the erowth of Ypsilanti. 

May 6 ~ Henry David Thoreau died. 

May 29 = The L7th Reriment of Infantry was authorizec. 

July 1 - President Lincoln called for 300,000 men — 
Governor Blair issuec orders for 7 more Rerinents of In- 
fantry and 4 of Calvery. 

The Ypsilanti Normel School was still in session. A 
Norrsl Company was plannec but the Summer Session closed 
before it was creranizecd and students had seattered to their 
homes, 

Austin Geor-e was vorn June 15, 1841, on a farm near 
Litchfield, Michinan, At the are of 12 he lost his rirht 
arm in the machinery of a flouring mill in Jonesville, Mich, 

Austin became a student in the Michigan State Nornal 
School in Ypsilanti ané was livine in Ypsilanti when that 
July lst call came in 1662 for more troops. Because cf his 
disetility, he was unavle to enlist in the Arny but teing 
encdewec vith an excellent minc, unusual enerry and enparing 
personality, he teran recruitine for the Normal Company "E". 
of the 17th Infantry, writine the scattered younp students 
and urreinre their enlistment. 

Fe opened 9 Recruitinr office in the Smith & Kinne 
Book anc Drue Store on the North sice of old Congress Street 
near Zuron, The Wormei toys responded to his letters and 
rany cane to Ypsilanti to enlist. Some replied but could 


mot jcin the Normal Company as they had already enlisted in 


pare twenty-one 
their hore cormunity. Every rorninrs Austin assured the 
responsibility of hanrine out the flav at the Recruiting 
Office. The Normal Convany was soon full. 

When the 17th Michiran Infantry went to the front, he 
went as Company Clerk, later servines as Rerimental Post- 
master and Clerk fer Brivrade anc Division Eeadquarters but 
never teinr too tusy to keésp track of his Nornal Company 
with sympathy anc encourarement for every homesick youth. 

Austin Georre tacame Cuperintendent of Ypsilanti Public 
Schools in 1296 and he and his fanily lived out his lifetime 
in the handsome ransard roof style house at 111 N. Nornal 
Street. fs ran who ccentrituted so much to Ypsilanti and now 
the family name is sone except in our history. 

Gatriel Canpbell hac pracuatec fror Michigan State Norma: 
School in 1862 and wes e stucent at the University of Michiga: 
the followinr acaderic year. Tatriel is credited with get- 
tine thirty of his former classmates to enlist and at the 
orranizsatiocn meetinr was elected Captain; Thomas Mathews, 
First Lt., James T. Morran, end Lt., This Company was not 
entirely youns Normal men but it originated there anc the 
three Commissioned Officers, four of the five Sergeants, 
four of the eirht Corporals anc nearly one thire of the men 
were Normal Students. 

The Company went to Detroit and mustered in on August 
19th, 1662, They were assirned to the 17th Infantry as 


Company "E" ané left for Washineton August 27th. 
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The Confeierstes hac crossec the Potomac below Wasn- 
ineton into Maryland and marched north around the Capitol. 
The Union Reriment was scon sent into Maryland and marched 
forty miles north, passing thru Frederick the home of Betsey 
Ross, while crowcs ratnerec anc cheered as the Normal Co. 
sangz-in beautiful harmony as they marched. 

Company "E" was in the tattle of South Mountain, less 
than three weeks after tne ovation given their departure 
from Ypsilanti. Four in that Company were killed, two of 
them Normal Stucents - David S. Howard anc Lucian Jones - 
and many bacly wouncec. Alexander McKinnor, well known in 
Ypsilanti was one of those killed. The holiday spirit of 
adventure had vanishec. 

Willian EH. Brearly in later years wrote the following poig- 
nant account to Daniel Putnan: 


Yhen I was at the Normal in 1661, I hac as my seat- 
mate Alexancer McKinnor. My are was then 14 and he 
wes two years older. Ee tried to enlist with us tut 
could not te taken as our number was complete. Al- 
though the Company was full, he went with us to the 
Darracks in Detroit, tried to ret in anc would not 
leave us; anc he finally rot accepted as a sudstitute 
for Stiles who wes taken sick anc discharred. We 
walked and talkec an@ slept torether on the way all 
alone from Yashinrton tc South Mountain. Ee saic he 
didn't expect to live but thourht it was his duty to 


give his life to his country. You must know all atout 


ss 


this and yet you ciin't know him personally to suen 
an extent as I “iil, nor know how sweet ané patriotic 

@ spirit he had. 

He was at my sice at South Mountain, and when he fell, 
I stoppec for a moment teside him to see if he was 
dead, and then went on. Wo loftier or purer life 

wnt ovt that day on the slope of Soutk Mcuntain than 
that of dear McKinnor. His name and memory cannot be 
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too hirhly honored by the Normal today. 

When the Reriment moved on, I wes left in 
charce of the turial party and I sew McKinnon's 
body places with the other Michigan dead in a 
lon? rrave, and marked the spot with a head 
boare for éach,. 

It was in the tattle of South Mountain that Captain 
Gabriel Campbell lost the handsome sword that was presented 
to him tefore the Corpany left Ypsilanti. (The Gatriel 
Campbell swore. in the Ypsilanti Eistorical Archives is the 
splendid sworé riven as a replacement after the war ended). 

On Septenter 17 1862 was fourht the preat battle of 
Antietam in which the L7th lost 18 killed ané 87 wounded. 
The loss to Company "EZ" was four killed ineludine the Normal 
beys John FH. Marvin, Webster Ruckman and Fred S. Webt. 
Antietam is now 2. small villare on the north side of the 
Potomac and the battlefield National Historic Marker is on 
the south side of the river, nearly forty niles south of 
Gettysburr, Pennsylvania. 

A placque was race vy the Michiran State Normal School 
"In Menory of the Stucents who Died at the Front in the ‘War 
of the Retellion'". Thirty names were placeé on this plaque 
and room left at tze bettonm where nore names when known 
could te added. 

(The infornation riven on Comapy "E" is from A EISTORY 
OF THE MICHIGAN STATE HORMAL SCHOOL at Ypsilanti, Michigan, 
1549-1899 by Daniel Putnar, A.M.,L.L.D., Professor of 


Psycholory and Pedarory. For more information and interest- 
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ine reaéine it is surrestec you read Chapter X LV "The 
Normal School in the Civil War”. 
HEBKHKKKKKRKKRKKRHES 


The oririnal hané-written list of the men of Company "E" 


was fiven to the Ypsilanti Historical Society Archives by 


the local Chapter of the Daurhters of the Anerican Revolution. 
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KEY- (to Street names &% reorraphical locations) 


THE MONROE ROAD = South Huron from City linits — becoming 
Whittaker Poeac,. 


CHICAGO POALD, (Chicare Avenue) - West Michigan Avenue fron 
Ballarée Street intersection 


CONGRESS STREET ~- Ypsilanti's Main Street , Michiran Avenue, 
which was namec 'Michiran Avenue’ in 1914 when an attempt 

was mace to have the Detroit to Chicaro Poad called 'Michiran 
Avenue'. Ypsilanti clreadiy hac a 'Michigan Street' which in 
191 becare 'Ferris Street', honorine Woodbridge N. Ferris, 
Michigan Governor 1913-1916, 


sAUK TRATL- The Incian nane for the Detroit to Chicago trail 
which tecane the route of the United States Servey for Michigar 
Avenue and US 12 


ELLIS STREET - Nared for Elijah Fllis, prominent pioneer and 
chanred in 1926 to Washtenaw when the road was paved making 
a Girect roac to Ann Arbor. 
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A CORDIAL WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 


Mr. & Mrs. Francis M. Burgess 
1 Oak Street 


Mr. Robert C. 
708 Carver 


Chadwick 


Mr, & Mrs. Richard Delano 
1745 N, Prospect 


Thomas Ensign Family 
1111 Maplewood 


Mrs. Olive Franz 
Lutheran Retirement Center 
1200 Earhart Road, A.A. 


Edna W. Giar 
"Pickwick Antiques' 
756 Savage Rd, 


Miss Dorothy James 
516 Fairview Circle Apt #2 


Mr. Barry LaRue 
915 Sherman Ct. 


Dr. & Mrs. Gary M. Oosta 
Winexburg Manor Apt #2 
2227 Glenallen Ave,., 
Silver Springs, Md. 20906 


Mr. & Mrs Wm, Riccobono 
503 Roosevelt 


Clifford O'Rielly Family 
2919 Carlton, A.A. 


Miss Florence Schafarik 
217 Woodward 


Belleville 48111 

Mr. & Mrs Orlan Wilde 
Mr. & Mrs Wilfred Graubner 1305 Westmoorland 
1442 Roosevelt 

Mr. Lawrence A, Wren 


1711 South Blivd., A.A. 


FHEEEEEEEFE EEE +444 
IN REMEMBERANCE 


Phelps Crouse was always a great help in the growth of the 
Historical Society and the Museum. As the old song says: 
"We shall meet but we shall miss him". 


Irene Davis Williams - Irene served graciously two years as a 
Guide for the Museum and her unexpected passing was a shock 

to us. Irene and George were Charter Members of the Historical 
Society. 


Mrs. Bradley Harris (Mildred L.), always giving her talents 
for so many Civic ventures, and having time to serve as 
Chairman for the Administrative Committee of the Ypsilanti 
Historical Society. We regret the loss for which no replace- 
ment can be found. Mildred was a truly devoted Charter Member 
of the Ypsilanti Historical Society, 


In Memorian (continued) 


Mrs. Lorenz Kisor (Natalie Glover) will be greatly 
missed by Many Civic Organizations in which she took so 
much interest and gave freely of her talents. Natalie 
was a Charter Member of the Ypsilanti Historical Society. 
Her Glover progenitors came from Massachusetts to the 
Ypsilanti area in 1834 and were vigorously active in the. 
growth of this area. 


PEPE EEEEEEEEET 


We accept with srateful thanks contributions for 
the Upper Hall and Archives Expansion Fund from: Mrs, 
Spencer A. Davis, the J, Theodore Hefleys, and Mrs. Fred 
Tieterle, 


FEEFE EP EPE FEET 


You ean still buy the reprinted "Washtenaw County 
Atlas - really two combined Atlases -— the 1874 and the 
1915 combined in one book - for $20. plus tax. The price 
will advance to $25, after April 15th. 


FEEEE EEE EE EE ETT 


WE NEED —~ The Old Frank Smith Druggist, stero. views of 
Ypsilanti. There are 20 of these old stereoptician cards 
and we have only one of them. The others must be some- 
wherel 


The 1892 Souvenir bocklet of Ypsilanti Views is 
also needed. We have cne copy of this interesting booklet 
pronoted by B.Y. Peet and B.M. Danon for the Presbyterian 
Sunday School and selling for .25¢. 


Ypsilanti City Directories for 1883 and 1878. 
We have a splendid eccllecticn of Ypsilanti Postcards - 
but if you have picture postcards of Ypsilanti before 
1920, we would like to add them to the collection in the 
Archives, 


Old diaries and letters are always welcome? 


Recently the Trustees of the Historical Society of 
Michigan met in the Historical Museum thru the efforts of 
Nathalie Edmunds and Charles Hagler, who are members of 
the State Board. 


Letters of praise for the Museum were received by 
the City Historian and we quote from a few, 


John W. Gillette, President of the Historical Society 
of Michigan: 


"Your Museum was a thoroughly delightful 
place for the Trustees to meet...thanks 

very much for the hospitality shown by you 
and the Museum Guides. There was only one 
blight for me; after me; after seeing your 
conservatory for plants, my wife wants one", 


Robert M. Warner, Director of the University of Michigan 
Bentley Historical Library: 


"I enjoyed very much my visit to the Museum. 

It is an attractive building and displays 

are most interesting. I am impressed with 

the fact it was accomplished by so much volu- 
teer effort; that is remarkable because it 

does have a decidedly professional appearance"; 


J.Rotert Dawson, Director of Public Relations 
Greenfield Village and Henry Ford Museum: 


"I know I was just one of several of the 

Society Trustees who were most impressed with 
what you have done with your Museum in Ypsilanti. 
I have mentioned it to several of our curator- 
ial people and I expect they will be visiting 


you". 
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REPORT OF THE YPSILANTI HISTORICAL MUSEUM ~— 
Sennary 1975— January 1976 


The Museum was open 160 days on a scheduled basis and was 
open for special exhibits and by special appointment for enhael 
groups and others who wished to visit. 


Fifty-four Volunteer Guides have given approximately 15000 
hours on scheduled days. One thousand two hundred and twenty—. 
five signed the guest register. Many others visited who did 
not sign the register. 


Forty nine groups which included some 1,025 persons (children 
and adults) visited the Museum. 


Total visitors recorded 2250, 


SPECIAL GROUPS THAT VISITED THE MUSKUM SCHOOL GROUPS 
Ypsilanti Historical Society Ipeilanti 

Dexter Historical Society Adams -2 classes 
Adult Education class Ardis 

Delta Kappa Gamma Educational Society Belleville 

P.E.O. Willow Run 

Church Groups Cheney School 
Newcomers Club Ford School 
Altrusa Kaiser School 
Persons from Half Way House Kettering School 
Boy Scouts (Ypsilanti & Lincoln Area) Holmes Sechcol 
Girl Scouts 

Brownies 


Michigan Historical Commission 
City Manager, Mr.Warren and Heads 
of City Department. 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


Valentine Making Workshop Quilting Demonstration 
Easter Ege Decorating Candle making Demonstration 
Needlepoint Demonstration Woodworking demonstration 


Dried Flower Demonstration 
NOTEWORTHY ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


The Bicentennial "kick off" was an exhibit of Revolutionary 
Documents from the Smithsonian Institute. This was held for 
a month, with the Museum being open and staffed extra days 
during that time. 


There was an outstanding exhibit Grom the Michigan Historical 
Museum in Lansing which featured several Michigan Governors, 


Substantial additions have been made to our library of 
books relating to our furnishings, etc, 


A special exhibit of new acquisitions is kept up to date, 


The upper hall of the Museum was decorated. The money 

for this project was donated by members of the Historical 
Society and by other interested persons, some of whom live 
out of town, 


New lighting fixtures have been installed in the upper hall. 


Various accessories have been purchased by the Administrative 
Committee: A. rug for the upper hall, B. Reupholstering 
of some of the antique pieces, 


A continual upgrading of the Museum is being done by chang- 
ing exhibits and by having special exhibits, 


All exhibit cases in the Museum have been lighted. 


A library room on the second floor has been refurbished and 
furnished appropriately. ; 


We have had excellent rapport with the local press. A record 
of our activities is available at the Museum. 


A feature article appeared in the "Tri-Stateeé Trader" about 
our Museum. This is a weekly publication that reaches 
thousands of subscribers in the Mid West, especially. 


The Solarium has been well stocked with plants of the Vic- 
toriaxn era. 


A herb garden was planted and cared fer. 


Conferences have been attended by several persons - 
Southeast Regional Conference of Museuns ‘ 
Michigan Department of State,History Division 
Michigan Museums Associaticn 
Workshep for Problens of Small Museuns 


An Award of Merit Plaque was given by the State Historical 
Commission which reads- "The Ypsilanti Historical Society 
was cited because of the successful efforts in establishing 
and operating the Historical Museum", 


The Historical Society's Christmas party is always an out- 
standing event. 


PROJECTIONS FOR THE FUTURE 


We are continually workins to inprove the appearance of the 
Museum and its exhibits. : 


We are encouraring the cultural activity cf the community. 


We are making available our personnel, as well as the Museum, 
for community pfroups. 


We are striving to increase the membership of the Historical 
Society. 


We are working closely with the local schools' staff. 


We are in need of storage space, 


We are planning new floor coverings and the refinishing of 
some of the floors. 


We are havine a case made for the upper hall in which to put 
an extensive collection of éolls. 


We are extremely proud of our Museum, our Director, and the 
many people who give unstintingly of their time and efforts 
to make the Museum a vital part of this community. 


Doris Milliman 
Acting Chairman, Administrative 
Committee 


LaRea Swarts, 
Director, Ypsilanti Historical 
Museu 


RECENT ACQUISITIONS 


Mrs. A. C. Wortley 


Mr.& Mrs.A.Stewart 
Mr. Kenneth MacDonald 
Mrs. J.G. Juett 


Birmingham, Mich. 


Mrs. J.J,Woods 


(estate of late J.Breakey, Jr) 


Bradley M. Harrie, M.D. 


Mrs, Ellen Gaudy 


Dr. Paul Hubbell 


Mr. Foster L, Fletcher 


Mr. Donald W. Disbrow 


Mrs. S. MeCullogh 


Amber colored hair comb 


Article by late P.Brundage - 
"Ypsilanti Church Histories” 


Ecru colored lace fan, with 
mother of pearl handle & spurs. 


Patchwork quilt about 120 years 
OL. 


Programs from: "Ypsilanti Players" 
"Opera House", Commencement 
programs from: Normal, Ypsi. 

High School, Article on Frederick 
Alexander, poems by F.B.McKay, 
Three hair combs, silver mesh 
evening purse, 


01d Buffalo robe 


01d trunk, autograph albumns, 
Bibles, baby clothes 141 yrs. old, 
Wedding dress -1893, Jenny Lind 
doll and cradle, school slates, 
photograph albumn, old books, 
shoes, etc. 


Article written by Dr. Hubbell 
on Augustus Woodward. 


Two pair of old Opera Glasses- 
originally from France: A. mother 
of Pearl: B: blue with silver 
flower design. 


"Ypsilanti Dairy E-Z-C request 


for extra dairy products" = to be 
put 


Photograph "County automobile 
Dealers of Washtenaw County-19h6" 


Acquisitions (ecntinued) 


Mr. Frank E. Ress 


Miss Frances Lister 


Mer. Robert Murray 


Dr. A. P. Marshall 


Mrs. Richard Warner 


Mr. Richard Hain 


Mrs. A.D. Allen 


Photeosraph of Alexandros and 
Demetrius Ypsilanti given to 

Mr. Ross by Mrs. Gregory Ypsilanti 
whom he met in Athens, Greece 
recently. 


American flag (1912), Pictures of 
Swift, Lister and Gardner fanilies 
Programs of E.M.U. Music Dept, 
Portable desk carried by R.J. 
Gardner during the Civil War. 
Mineral Well advertisements, W.W. 
Two gasoline forms. 


Summary of the Main Points of 
History of First United Presby- 
terian Church of Ypsilanti fron 
founding to 1975. 


Information on Black Citizens of 
Ypsilanti fron "Michigan Manual 
of Freednan's Progress" (pub.1915) 


Decunents from Spanish American 
War=- appcintment of Elmer Warner 
as Sec. Lt. Co G-3lst Reg. Mich. 
Volunteers and his discharge 
paper, "Seldiers Memorial" 31st 
Reg. 


Antique slaw cutter, Cranberry 
Glass bowl, Irish Hills plate. 


Minature "Ford Tool Chest: - all 
that is needed to fix a Ford". 
From State Fair -191h- 


Field Guide T 


$.50 


OLD-HOUSE STYLES 


Published by The Old-House Journal 





Reprint authorized by R.A.Clem Kabine, Editor, 


HIS GUIDE IS DESIGNED to familiarize the 
reader with the architectural details of 
the most common old-house styles. Old 
Hhouses derive their charm from the rich- 
ness and variety of details that the old-time 
builders crafted with their hands. 


_ EACH DETAIL BY ITSELF is subtle...it's the com- 
bining of different, related details that makes 
"style." Because of the subtlety of individual 
details, all too often they are destroyed dur- 

-ing a remodelling. These character-destroying 
alterations could be better called "“remuddling." 





THE OUTLINE PRESENTED HERE enables you to iden- 
tify the architectural heritage of most Ameri- 
can old houses. Very few houses represent a 
"pure" style. Designers were continually try- 
ing out different combinations of traditional 
details. Also, many houses have been altered 
during the years in keeping with the latest 
fad. Today you're likely to find Colonial 
houses with Victorian additions...and Victorian 


Colonial 1690-1760 


CHARACTERISTIC DETAILS: Large central chim- 
ney; narrow clapboards; simple frames 
around doors and windows; few—if any— 
small windows (lights) around doors. Win- 
dows had numerous small panes—frequently 
12 over 12. In South, similar designs were 
executed in brick. Few have survived with- 
out addition of wings, ells and lean-tos, 
and other changes in details. 
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"The Old House Journal" 


houses with Colonial Revival additions. Once 
having mastered a few basic principles, however, 
your eye will begin to discern what is original 
to a house, and what has been added—or removed 
—in keeping with the latest fashion. 







[eee=aes] T IS HOPED that a greater appreciation 
ie bee} of architectural detail will inspire 

My) more old-house owners to preserve and 
#] restore their houses in harmony with the 
original intent of the builder. It is relative- 
ly easy for the home craftsman to preserve de- 
tail that is already in place. But it is 
difficult and/or expensive to replace archi- 
tectural detail once it has been thoughtlessly 
removed. 


THE CAREFUL ATTENTION TO DETAIL that went into 
the construction of old houses is a cultural 
treasure that cannot be replaced. Keeping up 
an old house is keeping faith with past—and 
future—generations. 


Saltbox 1700-1770 


CHARACTERISTIC DETAILS: The roof line de- 
fines the saltbox. It evolved from the prac- 
tice of adding a lean-to on the back of a 
house in order to gain extra space. Some- 
times a change in the angle of the back roof 
shows where the lean-to was added. The de- 
sign became so popular that some houses 

were built with the long back roof as part 
of the original structure. 


Cape God 1710-1830 


CHARACTERISTIC DETAILS: Frame structure, one 
and one-half storeys high; low pitched roof; 
large central chimney; no dormers. Light for 
attic comes from windows in gable ends. To 
increase attic headroom, builders sometimes 
used a bowed ("'ship's bottom'') roof. Origin- 
ally covered on all sides and roof with wood 
shingles that weathered gray. Later houses 
used clapboards. Three basic designs: Half 
House—two windows to side of front door; 
Three-Quarters House—two windows to one side 
of door and one to the other; Full Cape—two 
Windows to each side of door. 


Late Georgian 1760-1780 


CHARACTERISTIC DETAILS: Heavy use of classi- 
ical details...doorways surrounded with pil- 
asters or columns, surmounted by cornice 
and/or pediment; semi-circular fanlight over 
door. Palladian (triple) window on second 
floor in center. Cornice on window caps. 
More elaborate houses would have projecting 
entrance pavillion topped by a pedimented 
gable. Use of columns and pilasters became 
more lavish, as did use of classical details 
in the cornice. Corners on masonry houses 
usually had stone quoins; on wood houses 

the quoins were often simulated in wood. 
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Early Georgian 1720-1760 


CHARACTERISTIC DETAILS: Symmetrical design 
“based on Roman classicism. Set on high 
foundation, with emphasis on entrance bay in 
middle of house. Wide panelled door had row 
of rectangular lights in door, or transom 
light above. Columns or pilasters frequently 
framed door, with pediment above. Plain 
colonial eaves were replaced with cornice, 
often with classicial features such as den- 
tils. When dormers were used, they had tri- 
angular pediments and were spaced symmetri- 
cally. Usually had pitched roof; sometimes 
hipped. Executed in brick or wood. 


Federal 1780-1820 


CHARACTERISTIC DETAILS: After the Revolution, 
house designers rejected much of the classi- 
cal decoration of Late Georgian, but retained 
basic Roman symmetry. The result is often 
hard to distinguish from Early Georgian. 
Doorways retained pilasters and columns, usu- 
ally topped with flat entablature. Elliptical 
fanlights over doors were popular. Simple 
frames around windows; corners unmarked by 
quoins or pilasters. Hipped roofs became 
more common, sometimes rimmed by a balustrade. 
Flat boarding sometimes used on exterior for 
a more classical effect. 





Greek Revival 1815-1840 


CHARACTERISTIC DETAILS: Emphasis on columns 
(or pilasters), capitals and low triangular 
gabled pediment—all to create the effect of 
a Greek temple. Focus shifted from the long 
side of the house to the gabled end. Pedi- 
mented gable appears to rest on classical 
entablature, which is in turn supported by 
columns. More elaborate homes had a columned 
entrance portico—especially popular in the 
south. Windows afe strongly vertical, with 
six-over-six panes. Lines are simpler and 
cleaner than Roman-influenced Georgian. 


Italianate 1845-1885 


CHARACTERISTIC DETAILS: Designed to resemble 
Italian country villas. Asymmetrical arrange- 
ment of squared shapes and lines. Flat or 
low-pitched roofs; extended eaves that empha- 
size deep and heavy cornices set with ornate 
brackets. Plain horizontal decorative bands. 
Tall, slender windows, some with rounded 
heads. Square-pillared porches; semi-circu- 
lar arches; tall square tower or cupola; 
balconies set on stout, ornate brackets. 


Gothic Revival 1835-1880 


CHARACTERISTIC DETAILS: Objective was to re- 
capture the romance of medieval buildings. 
Emphasis was on vertical effect, achieved 
through multiple sharply pointed gables with 
slender finials at the peaks. Windows were 
tall and slender, sometimes topped with a 
lancet arch. Casement windows with leaded 
diamond-shaped panes were also popular. Wood- 
en verge boards under eaves—and other decor- 
ative woodwork—was cut with medieval motifs 
such as trefoils, quatrefoils, gothic 

crosses and other pointed symbols. 


Mansard 1856-1885 


CHARACTERISTIC DETAILS: Easily recognized by 


highly distinctive roof line. Extra living 
space on top floor is gained by bending out 
the slope of the roof. The Mansard roof is 
pierced by a dazzling variety of dormer win- 
dows: Rectangular, pointed, gabled, round— 
even double rows of dormers. Dormers often 
ornamented with pediments and console but- 
tresses. Slate often used on steep slope 
of roof. Also called Second Empire style. 
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Queen Anne 1875-1900 


CHARACTERISTIC DETAILS: A picturesque massing 
of variety of shapes and textures in a non- 
symmetrical composition. Gables, dormers, 
chimneys, round turrets and oriel windows 
used freely. Porches feature delicately 
turned spindlework; horizontal decorative 
bands. Brick chimneys usually fluted, with 
large caps. In brick, terra cotta used for 
decoration. 
with clapboards and shingles for variety. 
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Federal 


j CITY ROW HOUSES: Although they had only the 
front surface to work with, designers captured 
the essence of various styles in row houses... 
Doorways with fanlights and sidelights in 
Federal; Arched windows and heavy brackets on 
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In wood, smooth boards are mixed 
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Mansard Revival 


THE OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL is a monthly publication specializing in 
preservation and restoration information for houses built prior to 
Articles emphasize practical, do-it-yourself techniques. 
Subscriptions are available at $12 per year. 
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Carpenter Gothic 1870-1910 


CHARACTERISTIC DETAILS: Sawn wood ornament at 
peaks of gables, in verge boards under gables, 
and on porches. Even porch railings and 
aprons sometimes.have sawn patterns. Designs 
may be holes and slots cut out of wood—or 
pieces applied to other boards. Sawn brackets 
appear on porch posts and on cornice. Ornament 
depends more on whim of the carpenter-builder 
than on any architectural style. This type 

of ornament also called "gingerbread." 
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Italianate; Using the Mansard roof with count- 
less dormer variations; Dentilled cornice with 
classical columns and architrave on Greek Re- 
vival doorway; Dazzling variety of gables, bays, 
textures and horizontal banding on Queen Anne. 
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